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Thank You



To the Phoenix Entrepreneur Community 
for mentoring, pitching, lip synching, and 
teaching with us in 2017. Thank you for your 
belief in youth, early stage entrepreneurs, 
and the power of a community that 
provides access and opportunity for all. 
Thank you for your donations, your time, 
and your talents. 

Thank You
Our Focus Areas



Our mission is to connect people through 
entrepreneurship, collaboration, and innovation 
to build an equitable future.
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Empower Success 
+ Community 
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Tap Talent 
Early



In 2014, Larry Cummings, board member and 

original CO+HOOTS member, brought the 

Hour of Code event (a national movement 

of one-hour coding camps) to Phoenix. 

This activated our community and heightened 

our passion to help grow more youth leaders 

in technology and innovation. Between 

LITAS4Girls, the first Youth  Startup Weekend 

in the Southwest, Rising Tycoons, AZ SciTech 

Festival, and more, the Tap Talent Early 

initiative has been able to partner with multiple 

organizations to empower, educate, and provide 

equity for youth ages 13-18. 

By showing students the possibility of 

entrepreneurialism, exposing them to mentors 

who believe in them and encouraging them to 

work past failures, Tap Talent Early teaches youth 

to embrace their “crazy ideas.”
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in donated 
hours

low to moderate 
income students

$52,750 45% 5 2
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I think YSW was by far one of, if not 

the most, influential and impacting 

activity I ever participated in my life. 

I credit YSW with making me see that 

social entrepreneurship isn't something 

to put off until I'm older, but something 

I can start right now!

“
-Alejandro, a Youth Startup Weekend 
student attending on scholarship



Each year, the CO+HOOTS Foundation 

hosts a legendary battle of silent singers, 

and this year it was focused on raising 

money to support scholarships for Tap 

Talent Early youth programs. 

• $56,410 raised to support 

  Tap Talent Early

• 10 teams of local entrepreneurs

• Two Youth Startup Weekend alumni  

  shared their experience with over 

  200 attendees

• One amazing night

3rd Annual 
Epic Lip Sync Battle



BBVA sponsored Mid-Week Mind Tweaks this 

year, providing over 800 Phoenix entrepreneurs 

with ongoing professional development. 

• 221% increase in attendance from 2016

• Over 1000 area entrepreneurs served

Mid-Week Mind Tweaks (MWMT) is a weekly 

lecture series that provides Phoenix 

entrepreneurs with the ability to learn from 

the abundance of knowledge in our local 

community. Topics range from meditation 

to using productivity tools to the power of telling 

stories and are open to anyone.

Mid-Week 
Mind Tweaks



Community
Advisement Days

Community Advisement Days 
connect Phoenix business experts 
with early stage entrepreneurs to
provide pro bono consulting, such as 
legal, tax, banking and internet services 
advice on a monthly basis. This year, 
BBVA and Ballard Spahr provided 
banking and legal services on a 
monthly basis, supporting over 100 
entrepreneurs this year. 



PERCH



PERCH is an initiative, organized with 

former Medical Memory CEO and CO+HOOTS 

Board Member Lucas Felt, positioned to grow 

innovative health technology ideas into 

industry-changing solutions in Phoenix, and 

to nurture the city’s blossoming health 

tech industry.

The CO+HOOTS Foundation recognizes the 

need for healthcare organizations to connect 

with health technology startups and innovators 

to seize new and disruptive opportunities. 

PERCH provides educational curriculum geared 

toward helping health tech startups connect to 

resources that will help them scale and navigate 

complex regulatory obstacles.

About PERCH



attendees events

  Over 
200 3 20

panelists

stat-sTATS



CO+EXCHANGES are the world’s first cultural 

exchange program designed specifically for 

entrepreneurs and coworkers who want to have 

a global societal impact. to other cities around 

the world with one purpose: INNOVATION of 

our world.

This year, a team of entrepreneurs 

visited Japan to learn from entrepreneurs and 

coworking spaces in Himeji, Japan. Participant 

Jonathan Cottrell says “With over 80% female 

founders in its space and three floors dedicated to 

learning, eating; crafting, and working, Japan is

pursuing what we are also seeing in places like 

those the @cohootsfdn is encouraging 

through their #coexchanges program and 

what we are seeing pop up all over #yesphx. 

Well done, Japan!”

CO+Exchanges



Innovate Her

In 2017, Phoenix was the only major city not to 

have an Innovate Her event--so CO+HOOTS 

Foundation stepped in to partner with SBDC 

Maricopa and ASU to offer this wonderful 

opportunity to female entrepreneurs!

Women’s Programs

applicants
(most ever)

People
in attendance

  15 50

I was very excited and proud to have been a part of 

the InnovateHER event in Phoenix! The event was so 

much more than many of the other pitch competitions 

I have been a part of. Beyond pitching our 

women-owned companies in front of an extremely 

supportive crowd, we were also able to form an 

amazing network composed of female founders and 

advisers. The InnovateHER competition brought some 

of the top female leaders in Phoenix together, which 

helped us to make connections and strengthen 

relationships with one another. Thank you again to 

The Co+Hoots Foundation and the other partners for 

putting together such a special event!

- InnovateHer winner Mallory Dyer of GraphLock

“



Money Month

CO+HOOTS Foundation partnered with 

EmpoweredPhXX to provide support for Money 

Month, a city-wide initiative to support female 

entrepreneurs in their knowledge of finance. 

CO+HOOTS Foundation hosted a MidWeek 

Mind Tweak on crowdfunding, a funding source 

particularly suited to female entrepreneurs, and 

a provided marketing and communications 

support. Additionally, the Foundation provided 

t-shirt sales for the event, an intentional and 

strategic support to increase brand awareness for 

Money Month. 

40 events with 25 community 
organizations

310 Phoenix women in 
entrepreneurship surveys completed

Promoted by the Phoenix Business 
Journal here: 
https://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/news/

2017/08/08/how-a-phoenix-womens-collaborative-

plans-to-talk.html



2017 CO+HOOTS Foundation Donors
Individual Donors: 
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Corporate and Foundation Sponsors:

Axosoft

Startup AZ Foundation

City of Phoenix

Barry H Gabel Trust

onTop

APS

Ballard Spahr

WebPT

Isos Technologies

InBusiness Magazine

Greater Phoenix Leadership

Gould Evans

Levementum

Maricopa Small Business 
Development Center

Kegelbell
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Heckler Design

ClearVoice

Gocardconnect

Medical Memory

Misgif

Synapse Studios

Dream, Girl

Uber

Green Thumb Local

Simple Phone Co

Scutari and Ceislak

Macayo’s 

Dos Manos

AZ Pro



In 2018, the CO+HOOTS Foundation will 

focus on creating collaborative opportunities 

to support entrepreneurs, especially those 

in underrepresented communities. We will 

accomplish this through two additional 

programmatic focus areas: 

1. EXPANDING YOUTH PROGRAMMING

   • We will expand our existing Youth Startup Weekend

programming to include more students, but specifically 

more students from underrepresented communities. We will 

host 3 Youth Startup Weekends in 2018, and will pilot a 

teacher startup program. 

     • We will support girls in entrepreneurship by partnering 

with Girls Rule Foundation to provide ongoing capacity 

building for girls.

Looking Forward 2. SUPPORTING UNDERREPRESENTED 
    ENTREPRENEURS

   • We will partner with like-minded organizations in Arizona 

to host four discussions about Equity through 

Entrepreneurship in the Metro Phoenix community. Through 

these conversations, we will identify intentional partnerships 

to bolster our work in the Phoenix community. 

   • We will expand our advisement days to 4 advisement 

days a month to provide more important resources for the 

success of underrepresented communities. 

In 2018, we’re poised to support the Arizona 

entrepreneurial community and to ensure 

Equity through Entrepreneurship--for more 

information, visit www.cohootsfdn.org! 

Join us! 


